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Convention

New location
Past National FFA Alumni Council
reception
40th anniversary celebration and concert
Larger presence in the FFA career show
(featuring the No. 78 Farm American
NASCAR)
EXTENDED Silent Benefit Auction
hours
FFA Alumni convention VIP, Legion of
Merit recipient, Colleen R. Cape, Ohio
Visit www.ffa.org/alumni for details
(see “Convention” tab).

Convention Speaker Profile
Dr. Rick Rigsby: Making an Impact

A powerful voice
of reason in a culture
of chaos, Dr. Rick
Rigsby is a favorite
among audiences
worldwide. Whether
motivating financial
Dr. Rick Rigsby
giants on Wall Street
or fifth grade teachers at an elementary school, Dr.
Rigsby encourages and empowers audience members to become great people who do great things.
Born and reared in the San Francisco Bay
Area, Dr. Rigsby graduated from college in 1978
with a degree in communications and a goal to
become a network correspondent. Following a
successful career as a television news reporter for a
CBS affiliate in Northern California, he earned
his master’s degree from California State
University, Chico, then his doctorate from the
University of Oregon.
Dr. Rigsby now devotes his time to empowering people worldwide—from presenting leadership principles in Nigeria to speaking to Fortune
500 companies in the Americas, Europe and
Canada. In high demand among educational,
business and service organizations and a favorite
among FFA, he offers common-sense wisdom to
those desiring to rise to greater levels of excellence.
For more details, visit www.rickrigsby.com.
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Forty Years Later . . .
Convention to celebrate milestone in Alumni history
By Geoffrey Miller

J

ay Benham walked into the former
National FFA Organization’s offices near
Washington, D.C., during his first day in
1971 and found a single business envelope.
Inside were the names of 33 people along
with $4 each for their dues paid to a new
organization.
Such was the humble beginning of the
National FFA Alumni Association, a group of
supporters that has grown today to 50,307
and is regarded as the lifeblood for sustaining
and strengthening FFA and agricultural education on the local, state and national levels.
This year marks the 40th anniversary of the
organization’s founding.

of education were considering removing agricultural education completely.
That urgent need led Benham to go local
with his recruiting approach to secure members
and develop an idea for FFA Alumni affiliates,
which would organize coast-to-coast to support
FFA and agricultural education. Benham left the
National FFA Alumni Association in 1976 with
membership figures at 12,500 members with
650 local chartered affiliates across the country.
He even accepted membership from two presidents: Jimmy Carter and Richard Nixon.

Celebration Remembers Legacy
Forty years later, the growth of the
National FFA Alumni Association has certainly
been evident in membership, the power of local
Convention continued on page 3

Need Leads to Advocacy
Benham was present at the association’s
inception after FFA leaders recognized a need
for support and advocacy at various levels.
Most notably, several FFA chapters and agricultural education programs were on the brink
of being cut with very few organized supporters available to help. A few state departments

YOU are cordially INVITED to the Celebration!
Thursday, October 20 at 7:30 p.m.
The National FFA Alumni Association is celebrating its 40th anniversary at its Indianapolis
convention. Join the fun and fellowship in Union Station’s Grand Hall, as members celebrate 40 years of advocating, supporting and sustaining agricultural education and FFA.

Major Attractions
‰ Country
‰ Up-and-coming

music singer Joe Diffie
band anchored by a Nashville FFA advisor
‰ Great food and cake

Contact alumni@ffa.org if you plan on attending
convention and need help to locate lodging.

Some Things Never Change, Others Must
the new Agricultural Career Network
(ACN)
has been established, increased
s we conclude the celebration of our
collaboration with the National FFA
association’s 40th year in existence,
Foundation, program fee test pilots (similar
I cannot help but think back over the years
to the FFA organization) will be conducted
of accomplishments since the National FFA
in various states, and Alumni policies,
Alumni Association was established in
guidelines and many resources have been
1971. I am pleased to have been a part of
developed, to name a few.
organizing this great organization and joinThis summer’s FFA Alumni
ing as a charter member. Just as the original
Development
Conference in Little Rock,
purpose of our organiArk., allowed FFA Alumni participants to
zation was to support
share their experiences, successes and ideas
FFA and agricultural
on how to energize and build quality local
education, still consistent today are our cur- affiliates. All in attendance gained valuable
knowledge from either the board developrent goals: 1) Have an
ment or advocacy workshops. This training
active, fully engaged
and webinars will help equip everyone to
affiliate for each FFA
do an even better job in the next 40 years. I
chapter and 2) To
David A. Miller
am optimistic that Alumni membership
become leaders in
and advocacy will grow tremendously and
advocacy for agricultural education at the
even pass active student membership levels
local and state levels.
during
that time.
As we celebrated “FFA Alumni: 40
I extend to each of
Years and on the
you a special, personal
Grow” this year, I
“As we celebrated
invitation to attend the
believe our foundNational
FFA Alumni
ing members would
“FFA Alumni: 40 Years
Association’s 40th
be happy with our
anniversary convention
accomplishments.
and on the Grow” this
on Oct. 20-21 in
Yet, they would
challenge us to do
year, I believe our founding Indianapolis, Ind. A great
anniversary celebration is
even more. The
planned for Thursday
year 2010-2011 has
members would be happy
evening Oct. 20 in the
been great for FFA
historic
Union Station.
with
our
accomplishments.
Alumni at all levels.
Serving as your presiI have traveled to
Yet, they would challenge dent this year has been an
state and local FFA
honor and privilege. I
Alumni activities in
us
to
do
even
more.”
appreciate
your friendOhio, Wisconsin,
ships and support and all
Iowa, Connecticut,
that you do for our
Massachusetts, Maryland, Illinois,
future—every year, month and day. Keep
Delaware, New Jersey and elsewhere. I am
up the good work.
very pleased with the dedication, pride and
hard work that FFA Alumni members are
exhibiting as they accomplish our goals.
FFA and agricultural education are truly
blessed to have the support of such dedicatDavid A. Miller
ed individuals. Each has something special
National FFA Alumni President
to contribute.
dmiller@maefonline.com
This year national staff members have
done much to place FFA Alumni in a
stronger position to accomplish our goals
for years to come. Several new services and
resources were developed. Regular webinars
for state and local Alumni leaders have been
conducted, a blog for sharing local, state
and national success stories was launched,

A
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FFA Alumni New Visions is prepared and published
quarterly by the National FFA Alumni Association as an
affiliate of the Future Farmers of America in cooperation
with the U.S. Department of Education as a service to
state and local agricultural education agencies.
Senior Editor
Managing Editor
Associate Editor
Contributing Writers

J. Frank Saldaña
Lucy Whitehead
Gary A. Staszak
Amber Smyer, Geoffrey Miller

National FFA Alumni Staff
J. Frank Saldaña
National FFA Alumni Executive Director
317-802-4292 • fsaldana@ffa.org
Phyllis McDonald, 317-802-4332 • pmcdonald@ffa.org
Amber Smyer, 317-802-4294 • asmyer@ffa.org
Lucy Whitehead, 317-802-4420 • lwhitehead@ffa.org
Contact alumni@ffa.org with requests and questions.

Online Resources
Website: www.ffa.org/alumni
Blog: www.ffaalumni.blogspot.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ffaalumni
Twitter: www.twitter.com/ffa_alumni

National FFA Alumni Executive Council
President, David A. Miller, Maryland
7413 Round Hill Road, Frederick, MD 21702
President-Elect, Bob Barton, Oregon
P.O. 376, 1695 N.E. Gillespie Lane,
Hermiston, OR 97838
Past President, Diane Amera, Virginia
1200 First Street #1529, Alexandria, VA 22314
Visit www.ffa.org/alumni for more Council information.

National FFA Alumni Strategic Goals
• Every FFA chapter have an active,
fully engaged FFA Alumni affiliate.
• Become leaders in advocacy for
agricultural education at the local level.

Mission
The mission of the National FFA Alumni Association
is to secure the promise of FFA and agricultural
education by creating an environment where people
and communities can develop their potential for
premier leadership, personal growth,
and career success.

Shipping Address
National FFA Alumni Association
6060 FFA Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46278-1370

Mailing Address
National FFA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 68960, Indianapolis, IN 46268-0960
© 2011 by the National FFA Alumni Association

Convention continued from page 1
and state advocacy and the strength of FFA
and agricultural education. Many current FFA
members have the opportunities to don the
iconic blue corduroy jacket and to study about
American agriculture due to the early efforts of
FFA Alumni who saved agricultural education
programs in their communities.
The association is celebrating that legacy
by hosting its annual convention this October
in Indianapolis with a bevy of activities centered on this year’s theme of “40 Years and On
the Grow.” Annual events include awards and
business sessions, interactive learning in the
Alumni Nation, benefit auctions to raise funds
for student scholarships, educational workshops and a motivational keynote from Dr.
Rick Rigsby (see sidebar page 1).

Jay Benham, administrative secretary for the National FFA
Alumni Association, is presenting Mrs. O.H. Holman with
a commemorative plate as the first female FFA Alumni
member in 1974.

New Program Aims to
Connect with FFA
Supporters
The National FFA Foundation is excited
to announce the launch of a new program
focused on connecting with the individuals
whose lives have been touched in some way

Convention Offers New Features
The national FFA Alumni convention
has a new home in the Indiana Convention
Center. The location near the main building’s
entrance will allow all Alumni events to be situated in the same area.
As a special tribute to the work and dedication of FFA Alumni members and supporters over the last 40 years, the association is
hosting a special 40th celebration concert featuring country artist Joe Diffie, former FFA
talent and much more (see page 5). See sidebar
“New @ Convention” on page 1 for other new
features at this year’s convention.

ters,” said National FFA Alumni Program
Manager Lucy Whitehead.
“I was a proponent of local growth
because of being a former agriculture teacher,”
Benham said. “I knew we had to do the most
with what little we had, and if we could have
people in the community supporting us, it
made all of the difference in world.”

Leaders Focus on Local Growth
“We’re certainly proud of the accomplishments and hard work put forward by so many
of our members who’ve had a longstanding
passion for FFA and agricultural education,”
said J. Frank Saldaña, the association’s executive director. “They’ve been an integral part of
continuing FFA’s mission and we want to celebrate the many accomplishments and encourage continued growth for the future.”
To continue to grow the association,
national leaders have set a goal to create a local
Alumni affiliate for each FFA chapter in the
country. One of the more recent ways national
staff members have worked toward that goal is
by assisting the Indiana FFA Alumni
Association with re-establishing an FFA
Alumni foothold in the Hoosier State.
“We’ve certainly learned over the course
of the association’s existence that we can do
the most good for FFA as a whole by developing a support network for individual chapby FFA. It is called CONNECT! Past.
Present. Future.
Visit www.ffa.org/connect or call 888433-2674 for details on how you and your FFA
Alumni affiliate, local FFA chapter and state
association can become involved. The kick off
for CONNECT! will be in late September.
Don’t wait, get involved right away because the
program ends December 30, 2011.
The program provides a unique opportunity for FFA enthusiasts to share stories
about their most memorable FFA experiences, what they’re
doing now and how
FFA has impacted their
CONNECT! will focus on
connecting with individuals whose lives have
been touched in some
way by FFA, from past
members to volunteer
supporters.
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Anniversary cake purchased by
the National FFA
Alumni Association for the National
FFA Organization’s
50th birthday celebration in 1978
. Standing at left is
Robert W. “Woody” Cox, former
National FFA Alumni
Association executive director.

For more historical highlights, visit
www.ffa.org/alumni and click on the
“40th Anniversary” tab.
lives. The hope is to connect with national FFA
Alumni members and hear their stories and
those of individuals who may no longer have a
direct tie to the organization.
For connecting and sending information
on to friends and family who have been in FFA
or just love the organization, program participants will earn entries for a chance to win their
choice of incredible rewards! And to encourage
involvement, the foundation will be holding a
contest to see which state associations connect
with the most FFA supporters!

There is a renewed vision and focus on
creating a pay-it-forward culture in the
National FFA Foundation. To lead this
vision the team has added Ryan Gallagher
and Will Fett to the individual giving and
major gift division. CONNECT! is only
one of the many exciting new programs
and activities to emerge from this effort.

Convention Central: News & Updates
National FFA Alumni
Convention Delegate Duties

Past Council Member Reception
Thursday, Oct. 20, 6:30 p.m.
Union Station Grand Hall

If you are attending the national FFA Alumni convention as an official
delegate for your state association, you will be charged with the task of
voting on an amendment to the Bylaws, electing the new Members-atLarge and President-Elect for the National FFA Alumni Council and
participating in the official business session. The details of the Bylaw
amendment (regarding membership types) can be found on the FFA
Alumni website homepage at www.ffa.org/alumni.

All past National FFA Alumni Council members are invited to attend a
special reception to share their stories and mingle with past council
leaders. If you or someone you know was a member of the National
FFA Alumni Council, please send a name, mailing address, council
position held and dates of service to alumni@ffa.org.

National FFA Alumni Association
40th Anniversary Celebration

2011 National
Council Candidates

Thursday, Oct. 20, 7:30-10 p.m.
Union Station Grand Hall

The following FFA Alumni
members are listed on the ballot for
National FFA Alumni Council positions. Their biographies are available at www.ffa.org/alumni under the
“Alumni Council” tab. Each candidate will be featured on the FFA
Alumni Blog at www.ffaalumni.blogspot.com.
Delegates will cast their votes at this year’s convention business session on October 21. Members are encouraged to contact their state
FFA Alumni leaders to express their preferences. If you are interested in
knowing more about the roles and responsibilities of the Alumni
Council, attend the FFA Alumni Council workshop, held immediately
following the conclusion of the business session.

All FFA Alumni members, advisors, parents, sponsors, and vendors are
invited to attend this special celebratory reception. The program will
include a brief welcome, an FFA Alumni talent group, a special performance by renowned country music artist Joe Diffie and the cutting of
the 40th Anniversary cake. Must be 21 years of age to attend.

Member-at-Large Candidates
Member-at-Large - Larry Case, Virginia
Member-at-Large - Jamison Cruce, Georgia
Member-at-Large - Richard Daniel, North Carolina
Member-at-Large - Patrick Hackley, Montana
Member-at-Large - Andrea Stevenson, Florida
President-Elect Candidates
President-Elect - Steve Olson, Minnesota
President-Elect - Anita Schneider, Kansas

The career show will be sizzling this year and Alumni Nation is adding fuel
to the fire. The southeast corner of the career show will be home to Alumni
Nation. There you will find the Alumni booth along with companies and
organizations that are interested in supporting FFA and connecting with
FFA Alumni members. One such organization is the Furniture Row Racing Farm
American program, advocates for local farmers and ranchers. Farm American will display
the Regan Smith No. 78 NASCAR
Chevrolet. The car itself is a billboard for
agriculture featuring local farm families from
the race destination communities on its
hood. These advocates are loud and proud!
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Regan Smith
No. 78 NASCAR
Chevrolet

2011 National FFA Alumni Workshops
All workshops are conducted in ICC 243-245 unless noted.
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 5-6 p.m.
Agricultural Career Network (ACN): The Role of the ADMIN!
Presenter: Amber Smyer, National FFA Alumni staff
During this informative workshop you will be introduced to the administrative features of ACN, including approving and submitting local rosters,
paying dues, managing communications to members, pulling/printing/exporting reports, and managing FFA Alumni information.

Thursday, Oct. 20, 10-11 a.m.
Increase Recruitment by Understanding FFA Alumni: Volunteering, Loyalty and Benefits
Presenter: Dr. Larry Gossen, National FFA Organization Local Program Success team leader
What motivates a person to join the FFA Alumni? Dr. Gossen spent significant time exploring this question and as a result of his research has a
wealth of information to share with local and state Alumni leaders. Learn the reasons behind why people join and donate their time and talents.
This workshop will be of great benefit when developing recruitment and retention strategies for your affiliate!

Thursday, Oct. 20, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Advocacy in Action
Presenters: Troy and Stacy Hadrick
We cannot assume people know the real truth about agriculture. Each of us has a story to tell. Troy and Stacy Hadrick have had a lot of experience
dealing with consumers and the media in their young agricultural careers. However, some of their attempts in dealing with the media have been
more successful than others. They will recount their experiences, including dealing with a major national publication. This incredible story will captivate and motivate you to tell the positive story of agriculture and your organization.

Thursday, Oct. 20, 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Agricultural Career Network: Opening Opportunities for FFA Alumni
Presenter: Amber Smyer, National FFA Alumni staff
Exciting things are underway in terms of how National FFA Alumni manages rosters, dues and membership relations! This year (2011) marks the
launch of an online portal for Alumni members to manage their personal information, communicate at all levels and stay informed on important
news and updates. Join national staff to learn what the new Agricultural Career Network can do for you, your affiliate and your local agriculture
teacher!

Thursday, Oct. 20, 3:30-4:30 p.m. - Rooms 235-236
Student Workshop: “Go Blue” for a Lifetime!
Chase Rose and Justin Posey, National FFA Alumni Council
Will you live the FFA mission after taking off the blue jacket? FFA Alumni provides opportunities to build relationships, advocate and serve FFA
chapters. Discover how to GO BLUE for a lifetime!

Friday, Oct. 21, immediately following the Business Session
Inside Look at the Alumni Council, Is It for You?
Learn the roles, responsibilities and impact the National FFA Alumni Council currently is having and how you can become involved.

For more convention details including a
map of the Indiana Convention Center,
visit www.ffa.org/alumni and click on the
“Convention” tab.
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Alumni Development
Conference Targets Advocacy
“The word ‘advocacy’ means the act of pleading for, supporting or recommending. To National FFA Alumni Association
members, it means involvement, sincere engagement and the act of
sharing information with those who share common passions. At
the 2011 FFA Alumni Development Conference (ADC), participants learned that advocacy is more than a dictionary definition,
but a plea from the heart for today’s youth and programs that share
a common foundation of agriculture. ADC is fun, extremely
engaging, and a great opportunity! It was like being at a family
reunion of more than 130 people!”
—Alicia Hodnick, Wisconsin national FFA officer candidate
and a first-time ADC participant.

The conference held July 20-24, in Little Rock, Ark. was full of
learning moments, motivating lessons and opportunities to network. A
total of 130 members attended from 30 states. Hosted by the Arkansas
FFA Alumni and Arkansas FFA associations, ADC showcased many of
the state’s agricultural high points offered between instruction for its
attendees on critical points of advocacy. The Legion of Merit contest winners were selected at the opening kick-off event during ADC’s Taste-ofStates event. Members from Ohio made a clean sweep of all three prizes:
n
n
n

Grand Prize - National FFA Alumni Convention VIP pass:
Colleen R. Cape
Second Prize - iPod: Deborah L. Johlin-Bach
Third Prize - $100 FFA gift card: Mitzi Martin
A hearty congratulations is extended to all winners and
special appreciation is offered to Tractor Supply Company,
Farm Credit and many others who made the 2011 ADC possible.

Rock during the
the Arkansas state capital in Little
The 130 participants stand outside
e.
erenc
Conf
recent FFA Alumni Development

Resources
Resources from the conference are available on the
FFA Alumni website at www.ffa.org/alumni under the
“Alumni Development Conference” tab.

For more details about the FFA Alumni Benefit
Auctions, visit www.ffa.org/alumni and click on
“Benefit Auctions.”

ADC Pictures
Pictures from the conference are available on
the FFA Alumni Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ffaalumni.
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“News You Can Use” is a column designed to keep Alumni members
and volunteers informed of valuable and timely information.

Three-word Video Challenge

mission, as chosen by National FFA Alumni staff, will even receive an
Alumni prize pack!
Entries must be submitted between Sept. 5-23, 2011. Details are
available on the Alumni website at www.ffa.org/alumni.

The National FFA Alumni Association
needs your help in telling its story about
why you are an FFA Alumni member. You
simply need to film 10-15 seconds of video
that show three (3!) words that quickly
describe why you chose to support FFA and
agricultural education. The video can be
produced anywhere: home, outside, with
FFA members, at your next FFA Alumni affiliate meeting, etc. The
video clip does not need to include sound. It’s simply you and three
words, displayed in an appropriate manner for public viewing.
The National FFA Alumni Association will select the top submissions and show them at various locations at this October’s national FFA
convention in Indianapolis, on its social media sites (Facebook, Twitter
and the Alumni blog) and on the FFA Alumni website! The best sub-

FFA Alumni Agricultural Career Network Update
The Agricultural Career Network (ACN) is an online portal where
students, teachers, Alumni, parents and others can access a personalized
webpage, manage their information and interface with FFA and FFA
Alumni. It will launch in October. This exciting new system will allow
the National FFA Alumni Association to advance its current membership system, enhance member awareness and engagement and provide
increased customer service to its members. Affiliates will be able to
manage their membership, eliminating the Excel and paper roster
exchange. More information will be provided through trainings and
other venues on the FFA Alumni website at www.ffa.org/alumni.

National FFA Alumni Association—40 Years and on the Grow
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2011 National FFA Alumni Association Convention Schedule
All activities will be held in the Indiana Convention Center (ICC) unless noted.

National FFA Alumni Benefit Auctions

Awards and Business Sessions
Thursday, Oct. 20
4-6 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 21
8-9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.-Noon

FFA Alumni Awards Session
FFA Alumni Delegate
Check-In/Substitutions
FFA Alumni Business Session

243-245
Outside 243-245
243-245

2011 delegate registration will be completed online in advance of convention
by state leaders. Last minute substitutions can be made during delegate
check-in. Contact your state Alumni leader if you wish to serve as a delegate.

40th Anniversary Convention Activities
Thursday, Oct. 20
6:30 p.m.
7:30-10 p.m.

Past National Council Member Reception
National FFA Alumni Association 40th
Anniversary Celebration

Wednesday, Oct. 19
1:30-6 p.m.
Silent Auction Open for Bidding
1:30-6 p.m.
Live Auction Items on Display

Exhibit Hall J
Exhibit Hall J

Thursday, Oct. 20
8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Silent Auction Open for Bidding
8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Live Auction Items on Display

Exhibit Hall J
Exhibit Hall J

Friday, Oct. 21
8 a.m.-2 p.m.
4-10 p.m.
5-6 p.m.
6 p.m.

Silent Auction Open for Bidding
Silent Auction Payment/Pickup
Live Auction Social
Live Auction Begins

Exhibit Hall J
Exhibit Hall J
Exhibit Hall J
Exhibit Hall J

Saturday, Oct. 22
8-10 a.m.
10 a.m.

Auction Payment/Pickup
Mini-Auction for Unclaimed Items

Exhibit Hall J
Exhibit Hall J

Both activities are in Union Station Grand Hall. See page 5 for more details.

Hypnotist Shows: Featuring Dr. Jim Wand and Dr. Al Snyder
2011 Alumni Workshops

Proceeds from the following events benefit the National FFA Alumni Association.
Encourage your local chapters to attend, enjoy and support the FFA Alumni!

Wednesday, Oct. 19
Alumni Workshop: 5-6 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 19
Show: 8-9:30 p.m. in Exhibit Hall J

Thursday, Oct. 20
Alumni Workshops: 10-11 a.m., 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Student Workshop: 3:30-4:30 p.m. in rooms 235-236

Thursday, Oct. 20
Shows: 4-5:30 p.m., 6-7:30 p.m., 8-9:30 p.m. and 10-11:30 p.m. in
Exhibit Hall J

Friday, Oct. 21
Alumni Workshop: Noon

Friday, Oct. 21
Shows: 2-3:30 p.m., 4-5:30 p.m. and 7-8:30 p.m. in Rooms 243-245

Workshops in rooms 243-245 unless noted. See page 5 for more workshop details.
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